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,.?•  :.  rciTVED 


FR"!'  I  oficovj 

Detcd  iiu'ust  9i  1^3^ 
Rcc’a  1:3C  p.iL.. 


-icrftory  of  Statt, 

Vashin«’ton. 

Aurjuat  9,  3  p.u, 

ly  tclcirraiu  /u^ust  8,  11  e.c. 

I  undcrstond  that  tha  Japanese  iitibasso.ior  Is  uienifcstlnc* 
jrcattr  nessimlsin  follovir.'^,  his  last  convtrsition  vith 
Litvinov  and  proftsscs  to  be  unable  to  understand  litvlnov’s 
cttitu<‘c  tovard  the  Japanese  ^ronosal  for  cesse  tion  of 
hostilities  in  vlev<  of  the  feet  that  Litvinov  eteted  thft 
there  '.ere  no  Jo>'aneso  troors  at  that  time  on  Soviet 
territory  and  consequently  the  Soviet  insistence  on 
the  removal  of  Jarancse  troops  from  territory  claimed  as 
Soviet  as  a  condition  ’precedent  to  any  6'rv.cment  hed  on 
r.he  basis  of  this  odmiseion  been  mett,.  I  understand  further 
that  the  i»mbas8ador  states  that  the  cotjuunicut  of  the 
interview  v.hile  substantially  correct  failed  to  mention 
that  the  Jarmest  Ambassador  hod  refused  to  accept  litvlnov’s 
version  th^t  Japanese  troons  had  attacned  on  Aup;ust  5  end 
that  Jn’-r.ncse  forces  hed  provohed  the  incident  at  rrodekovo 
f nd  had  said  that  in  both  instances  Soviet  troops  hod  trhon 
the  initiative.  It  is  f urthtriuori.  rv-portea  Uiat  the 
Je  pent  re  .imbassador  admitted  yesterday  that  the  Russian 
troops  were  believed  to  be  In  occu'^ancy  of  some  rert  but 
not  all  of  the  height  Chanpthufem:. 

The  dcclaretlon,  as  'published  in  the  cotjnunique  of 
itucust  8  to  tho  effect  that  Litvinov  eftcr  statlny  that  no 
Jc-'entsc  troops  were  on  Soviet  territory  did  not  Meet  the 
Janfaacse  nrorosal  for  an  immediate  cessation  of  hostilities, 
hed  t~ivcn  rise  to  spLCulatlou  in  foreign  circles  es  to  the 
possible  motives  aotuatin«»  this  stand.  The  follov.iny 
oriaions  have  been  suyGested  possible  explanations:  (1; 

That  Litvinov’s  statement  and  the  military  communique  v.cre 
not  in  iccordanct  with  tht  feots  end  that  Japanese  trooos 
v.cre  still  in  occu’^ancy  of  vhat  the  Soviet  Government 
Considers  to  be  Soviet  territory;  (2)  that  as  fiphtint;  was 
presuticbly  still  cor.tinuiu.r:  Litvinov  tnvlsared  the 
possibility  that  before  the  ctssatlor.  of  hostilities  could 
be  actually  effected  the  lailitary  situation  mlrht  alter  in 
favor  of  the  Ja^nnesc  snd  that  contrary  to  his  nrevious 
stand  he  vould  then  be  in  the  position  of  having  agreed  to 
a  cessation  of  hostilities  while  Ja’^^nese  troops  v.erc 
actually  in  occupation  of  Soviet  territory,  or  (3)  that  the 
Soviet  Government  or  iltvinov  in  the  hope  of  exacting  further 
concessions  froxc  the  J.  '“anese  in  regerd  to  the  general 
question  of  border  incidi.nts  along  the  tutirc  frontier  is 
not  desirous  at  the  present  time  of  terminating  the 
incident.  In  support  of  the  last  explanation  it  may  be 
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oointfcd  out  thp.t  tilt  lest  nararranli  of  the  oovlct  ooruwuniqut 
on  thfc  convcrsetlon  introduetd  bii\lti.itat  h^rttoforc  not 
rresent  in  the  Soviet  demands,  *nanoly,  thet  some  .f^tnercl 
assuranct  v.ill  bt  soivht  from  the  Jeroncse  a^jainst  tht 
recurrence  of  similrr  frontier  incidents  in  tlx  future. 

Un  to  the  present,  at  least  from  the  published 
coflimuniciuts  of  the  Soviet  Government  and  from  other  infor- 
metion  evoileble  to  the  Lmbarsy,  there  appears  to  be  no, 
repeat  no,  evidence  that  the  Soviet  Government  intti’ds  to 
rt  cede  from  the  position  vhiich  it  has  maintained  since  the 
bc.pinninfr  of  the  controversy  and  there  is  an  intiiuation 
in  the  request  for  a  'general  assurance  as  indicated  above 
that  the  Soviet  Government  may  even  be  broadeninfr  its 
oririnal  position.  In  this  \,ay  the  Soviet  Oover-imcnt, 
on  the  supposition  that  the  Japanese  do  not  intend  to  tjira<rc 
in  a  ccncral  v^er  ''.ith  the  Soviet  Union  at  th<-  pre8»-ut  time 
may  be  endtevorin^  to  secure  as  compl«.te  a  aiplotuftic 
victory  as  possible  in  the  present  instance  and  may  be 
manifesting;  an  uncoiLProrlsiny  attitude  in  this  controversy 
v^ith  a  vlcvt  to  eahanclnr  Sovie  t  prestige  in  '•eneralthrout'hout 
the  world  at  this  particular  moment.  As  refr.erds  Litvln6v*s 
personal  roll  in  the  present  controversy  the  consideration 
should  not  bt.  u-^fcluded  that  the  firm  ettlCude  which  ho 
has  displayed  may  be  motive ted  by  a  desire  for  the  maximum 
of  success  v;ith  a  view  to  vnhancinghls  ov;n  standing  with 
the  Kremlin  end  his  personal  re»'iitation  abroad. 


KIRK 
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United  Stctes  of  ^imerloQ 


Dll' ART! 7:T  0?  ^^TATE 

To  all  to  whoii.  these  presents  shell  come,  Greeting: 

I  Certify  Thrt  the  document  hereunto  annexed  is  r.  true 
copy  from  thfe  files  of  this  Dor>rrtment. 


In  testimony  v/hereof ,  I,  GEORGE  C.  T-y.RD^VilX. 

Secretary  of  State,  have  hereunto  caused 
the  seal  of  tlie  Dennrtment  of  State  to  be 
affixed  and  my  name  subscribed  by  the  Acting 
Authentication  Officer  of  the  said  Department, 
at  the  city  of  VVashlngton,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia ,  this  twenty-third 


day  of  January 


1242- 


/a/  George  C.  t-arshall 

oecretary  of  State, 

By  /s/  3.  F,  Cash _ 

Acting  Authentication  Officer , 
Deoartment  of  State- 
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